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It is not very long ago since our Synod, the Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio, and other States, began to do English mission work in a more 
effective way than had been done before, by advising the organiza- 
tion of a separate English synod. Indeed, there was some English 
mission work done before. There was an English conference in the 
southern part of Missouri which received our moral and financial 
support, and we kept in touch with our English brethren by send- 
ing and receiving delegates at our synodical sessions. But later on, 
about ten years ago,* a separate synod was organized, candidates 
from our theological seminaries were designated for English mission 
work and English congregations which had sprung up in different 
parts of the country. At present the English Synod of Missouri and 
other States numbers about 29 pastors and several professors, and 
35 congregations. The different congregations we find located at 
such places as New York, Buffalo, Washington, Pittsburg, Balti- 
more, Fort Wayne, and as far west as Winfield, Kans. Again, 
commencing from the north, in St. Paul, St. Louis, Southern Mis- 
souri, Arkansas, Mississippi, North Carolina, and as far south as 
New Orleans. Fittingly President Kuegele in one of his synodical 
addresses makes this remark: ‘‘We are few and scattered, and what 
can we hope to accomplish?’’ But he also adds the encouraging 
words: ‘The apostles were fewer, and the work assigned them was 
greater. The reformation of the sixteenth century was inaugurated 
by one man. God is not limited to numbers, nor bound to the 
genius and skill of man.” And he reminds his audience of the 
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comforting words: ‘‘Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.’’ May God prosper the 
work of this little synod which is flesh of our flesh and bone of our 
bone, and as it has grown in the past, so may it also increase and 
multiply in the future. 

But, my dear friends, the English mission work of this synod 
is not the only mission work done by the Lutherans of the Missouri 
Synod type. Ina great number of German congregations English 
mission work is carried on in a quiet way. This is evident from the 
ever increasing demand for ministers who are able to preach in the 
English language. It is-an often repeated demand of congregations 
who intend to call a pastor: But he must know English! A great 
number of catechumens within our German churches are instructed 
and confirmed in English. In many churches English services are 
held with more or less regularity. This is indeed English mission 
work. Let me call your attention to this kind of mission work to- 
day. Let our subject be: 


ENGLISH MISSION WORK CARRIED ON WITHIN AND BY OUR 
GERMAN CONGREGATIONS. 
We consider: 
I. Its necessity. 
II. Its difficulties and trials. 
III. Its blessings. 


L 


Let us first speak of the necessity for our German congrega- 
tions to do English mission work. 

In our text we read: ‘‘And I saw another angel fly in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people.’’ The Gospel is to be preached to all kinds of 
nations and people and in all kinds of languages. At first, indeed, 
the Lord Jesus sent His disciples to preach to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, and I do not doubt His disciples and He Himself 
spoke in the Hebrew tongue, or, rather, in the Aramaic dialect. 
But after Christ’s resurrection the disciples received the command: 
Go ye and teach all nations; preach the Gospel to every creature. 
And after the ascension of Christ the Holy Ghost was poured out 
upon the apostles, and they began to speak with other tongues as 
the Spirit gave them utterance. In the astonished multitude every 
man heard them speak in Ais tongue of the wonderful works of God. 
The Lord did not command the apostles: Go and tell the people to 
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learn Hebrew or Greek, and then preach to them the Gospel. He 
rather told them: Preach the Gospel to every creature, to all na- 
tions, of whatever tongue they may be; and to make them able to 
do so He gave them the gift of tongues. Since, however, this com- 
mand of the Lord pertains also to all Christians, and therefore to us 
also, it is our duty to preach the Gospel to all those whom we can 
reach, not only in the German but also in the English language. _ 
It is our duty to do so as Christians, and it is also our special 
duty as Lutheran Christians. This we learn from our text, which 
we believe to be a prophecy of the reformation through Dr. Luther. 
Luther is the angel, the messenger of God, flying ‘‘in the midst of 
heaven,”’ 7. e., the Church of God here on earth. He had an ever-: 
lasting Gospel to preach, and it should be preached to all that dwell 
on the earth, to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. A few 
weeks after Luther had nailed his ninety-five theses to the door of 
the Castle Church in Wittenberg they were spread all over Europe 
and read in all the different languages. Luther’s doctrine, 7. e., the 
true Gospel, found its way into every nook and corner of Europe. 
And at the present time Dr. Luther’s Catechism is taught and the 


- Lutheran doctrine is preached in many heathen countries all over 


the globe. Now if this Gospel, God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine 
pure, is to be preached in different tongues, it certainly devolves on 
us, as true Lutherans, as a sacred duty, to preach it to all to whom 
we can, and in any language in which we can, and since we are able 
to do so, we should not only preach it in the German but also in 
the English language wherever occasion demands it, or an oppor- 
tunity is offered. 

And is there any such demand? I think there is. If no Eng- 
lish work were done in our churches, almost all those who did not attend 
a German school in their youth would be barred out from our Lutheran 
church. There are, however, some German parents who, although 
not being avowed infidels, neglect to hear the Word of God, and also 
neglect to send their children to the German school, even if they 
have one in their neighborhood. Others would gladly send their 
children to such a school, but there is none within their reach. 
However the case may be, children grow up to the age of from fif- 
teen to twenty-five years, and they are, perhaps, not even baptized, 
much less confirmed. By the grace of God their own and their 
parents’ conscience is awakened, they wish to belong to some 
church, and they naturally drift to the Lutheran church and wish 
to be instructed and confirmed. But perhaps they do not even un- 
derstand German, much less can they speak and read it. What is 
to be done? Make them learn German? Some would and could, 
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and some do, but others would not and could not. No Lutheran 
minister would hesitate one moment. If he is barely able, he will 
instruct and confirm them in the English language. 

After confirming them, what shall we do with them? They 
are entitled to all the privileges of a Lutheran Christian, and surely 
ought to enjoy this privilege to hear the preaching of the Word of 
God in their Lutheran church, and to go to the sacrament. Can we 
turn them adrift, bidding them to seek their spiritual food in the 
folds of the sects? No, we must virtually break to them the bread 
of life, we must lead them to the green pastures of the Word of God, 
and bring them to the springs of living water. Wherever there is a 
single soul in our midst that cannot understand the preaching of a 
Lutheran sermon in the German language there the necessity exists 
to have English services of some kind at regular intervals. 

And there are many such people in our midst and within our 
reach. There are intermarriages of German and English people. 
Should not a German Lutheran husband desire to bring his Eng- 
lish wife and a German Lutheran wife to bring her English hus- 
band to the services of our church? Besides, it will not do our Ger- 
mans any harm to hear an English Lutheran sermon occasionally. 
It would be a good thing if especially our young people would be 
better informed in the English church language. They are often 
called upon to give account of their faith, and to confess their Lu- 
theran doctrine, but although they are otherwise fluent talkers, 
words fail them when it comes to doctrine, religion, church matters. 

But the main point is to gather in the children of negligent Lu- 
therans. The best thing would be if we had English Lutheran 
preaching everywhere. We must provide for English-speaking 
Lutherans a warm and cozy place, as it were, in the midst of our 
German congregations. If we do not, we will lose them for our 
church by the thousands. No one, considering this, will deny the 
necessity of English mission work in our German Lutheran con- 
gregations. 

Let us now, in our second part, consider the difficulties which 
we encounter in this mission. 


II. 


Although the angel is said to fly in the midst of heaven, yet 
the Gospel which he preaches has many obstacles to overcome and 
many hindrances to contend with. This is also true with regard to 
our English mission work in the boundaries of our German congre- 
gations. One difficulty we must contend with is, that there are gen- 
erally only a few people who really require and desire English serv- 
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ices, or that usually attend them. Even if they are very earnest 
about it, and the minister, too, both will be a little discouraged when 
they assemble and the church is almost empty and only a few, per- 
haps not even a dozen people, are present. At first, certainly, when 
English services are commenced, the church will be well attended, 
and the few English attendants will feel quite at home. But after 
some time the attendance gradually dwindles down, and at last 
there will be only a few present, and it will be embarrassing and 
disheartening to them. They do not like to sit alone and sing 
alone, while so many of their brethren and sisters ought to be with 
them in Christian love and fellowship. They think it is asking too 
much of the pastor to have him preach for them alone besides his 
other manifold and arduous duties. And again it may be just the 
reverse. Perhaps a great number of German people is present, but 
the very people for whose sake English services are held are con- 
spicuous by their absence. That is, indeed, very discouraging for 
the minister. He has bestowed a good deal of labor on an English 
sermon, has set other duties aside, and comes to the service in the 
expectation of meeting his English friends, but when he stands on 


his pulpit and looks over his audience, he cannot discover them. 


It ought not discourage him if this happens once or twice, but it 
generally will. It will also discourage the German members, and 
it often is the cause of the falling off of their attendance. 

Another difficulty in this kind of mission work is the fact that 
the minister will have to do double work. It is quite a task to per- 
form the duties of a purely German pastorate. But it is double the 
work, if there is an English class of catechumens to instruct, an 
English sermon to prepare every two weeks, or perhaps every week. 
Besides, pastoral calls will have to be made, the sacrament to be 
administered to the sick and dying, English funeral sermons to be 
preached. But no minister of our church who is able to do the 
work will complain if he sees that his labor is not in vain, and he 
will do it the more willingly if he receives encouragement from his 
fellow-Christians. But here is a great trial for a minister occupied 
in this kind of work. He will often hear very discouraging remarks 
from his otherwise well-meaning fellow-Christians. Some will say: 
Oh, it is not worth while to hold English services for only a few 
people! Those whom you count on do not come, or not regularly. 
Only two or three of them are in the audience that do not under- 
stand German. The rest all prefer a German sermon. What is the 
use of preaching English sermons to a German audience! Or re- 
marks such as these will be heard: What are you trying to do? 
Are you trying to rush our young people into becoming English? 
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They are dropping the German much too fast already. Others will 
find fault with the translations of our grand German hymns, still 
others with the preacher’s English, etc. 

These are a few of the difficulties this mission has to contend 
with. But they must dwindle into insignificance if we think of the 
blessings we may expect from this mission work. 


III. 


If we would learn to appreciate the blessings which are conse- 
quent upon our English mission work, we must learn to appreciate 
the value ofa single soul. Let me remind you that one single soul is 
of greater value than heaven and earth. How do we prove this? The 
Savior says, Matt. 16, 26: ‘‘What is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul?’ The whole world with all its treasures 
is not a price large enough to give in exchange for a soul. In the 
Second Article this same truth is beautifully stated in these words: 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and of Mary, ‘‘has redeemed me, a 
lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, 
from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, 
but with His holy precious blood and with His innocent suffering 
and death.’’ All the silver and gold of the whole world is not pre- 
cious enough to redeem a single soul. The suffering, the holy pre- 
cious blood, the death of the Son of God was necessary. Nota 
single soul could be saved without it. Since, however, souls are 
bought with such a price, God will have the Gospel of their salva- 
tion preached to every creature and in all tongues, as our text says: 
‘““To every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”’ 

And this Gospel is able to save souls. It is able to turn the hearts 


of men unto God, their Creator and Redeemer. No matter whether - 


it is preached in German or English, Hebrew, Greek, or Latin, in 
the language of the Kaffir, the Hindoo, the Chinese, or whatever 
nation it may be; whether it be spoken fluently or brokenly, in 
good grammar or bad, —the Word of God shall not be preached in 
vain; it shall bring men to a knowledge of their sins; it will break 
their hardness of heart, and make them poor and of a contrite spirit, 
and cause them to tremble at His Word. It will bring sinners to 
the cross of their Redeemer. The blessed Gospel will persuade men 
_ wherever it is preached, though the voice of the preacher, and the 
words in which it is clothed, be not very attractive. The contents 
of the sermon, the meaning of the words, will reach men’s hearts 
and draw them in love to their merciful Savior. It tells of the God- 
man, the Father’s Son, the innocent Sufferer, the unspotted and 
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sinner-loving Lamb of God. The Holy Spirit will be with the 
Word, and carry conviction to the hearts of men; He will assure 
them of their Savior’s love and salvation, of their Father’s grace 
and the certain hope of eternal life. The Gospel will save souls. 

The Word of God will exercise this power not only when the 
audience comprises hundreds of people, but also when there are 
only two or three; not only when the church reechoes with the 
hymns sung by an enthusiastic multitude, but also when the few 
voices that join are almost lost in the spacious edifice. Yea, the 
Savior’s promise seems to give a special blessing to little gatherings 
when He says: ‘‘Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there will I be in the midst of them.’’ It is, indeed, a sweet 
promise. The Word of God will exercise its power in our English 
pastoral work. In baptism children and grown persons are brought 
to Christ, and sick and dying which we could not reach by our Ger- 
man mother tongue receive the sacrament. The words of consola- 
tion which we speak to our English friends when they are mourn- 
ing at the graves of their beloved ones sink deeply into their hearts 
and make them humble and patient followers of the Lamb. 

Do you not think, my dear friends, that God will bless this 


-kind of mission work? If only one soul were saved by our efforts, 


all labor would be amply repaid. But since, undoubtedly, many 
souls are benefited and saved, the Lord crowns our work with abun- 
dant blessing. 

This mission work will increase in importance. Now we are 
like gleaners in a harvest field. The German churches have gath- 
ered in a bountiful harvest, the American sects have gathered in 
many a Lutheran sheaf, and now we are coming after them with our 
mission to save what has been left. But it will not remain so. The 
time will come when our English work will be of vast importance. 
The number of those whom we cannot reach by means of the Ger- 
man language is rapidly growing, and English preaching will more 
and more become a necessity. , May we not lose golden opportuni- 
ties. May we not miss our opportunity, but in due time prepare for 
this issue, English preaching, in which the pure and unadulterated 
Lutheran doctrine will be expounded. 

Let us all do whatever we can to carry on this English mission 
work in our German congregations. And there is a good deal every 
one can do. Let us not consider it a private amusement or a hobby of 
the pastor, but a work which God has given the congregation to do. 
May our members pray to God to bless every effort in this direction. 
And if you earnestly pray for this mission, you will work for it 
earnestly. You will invite your English friends, and those who are 
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no longer familiar with the German language, to come to the Eng- 
lish services. You will attend yourself and be glad to see a good 
attendance, and be grieved when it is poor. You will speak encour- 
aging words to your pastor, whenever he is disheartened, and ad- 
monish those who are lacking in interest. If pastor and members 
are thus working together and ask God’s blessing in fervent prayer, 
the prayer will surely be heard, and He will surely bless abun- 
dantly the English mission work of our German congregations. 
God grant it! Amen. C. H. 


— +O 


Sermon on John 3, 16. 


There are two distinct doctrines in the Bible, the Law and the 
Gospel. Both are revealed by God. Though they differ in many 
respects, still they do in no wise contradict each other, but are in 
perfect harmony. One essential difference between the Law and 
the Gospel is this: The Law tells us what we should do, and what 
we should not do. The Gospel, on the other hand, tells us what 
God has done for us. It is of the utmost importance to every Chris- 
tian to know: this is Law; this is Gospel. Now, wherever we find 
a passage in the Bible, in the Old or in the New Testament, in which 
we are commanded to do anything, or forbidden one thing or the 
other, that is Law; and wherever we are told of the grace and love 
of God, and the deeds and sufferings and death of Christ, that is 
Gospel. 

Now the Law was given first. In creation it was implanted 
into the hearts of Adam and Eve. They could, and they did, ful- 
fillthe Law. They lived in perfect holiness and righteousness be- 
fore God. They were created after the image of God. That was, 
indeed, a happy state. There was no sin in the world, no sorrow, 
no trouble, no death. God communed with Adam and Eve as a 
father with his children; and they feared Him, loved Him, and 
trusted in Him above all things. 

But alas! how suddenly, how terribly all this was changed! 
Adam and Eve sinned; they disobeyed their Creator, though they 
knew full well that they would be punished for it. It is true, they 
were deceived by the lies of the devil, still they sinned of their own 
free will and accord, since it was in their power to resist the temp- 
tations of Satan. But they believed the word of the devil and re- 
jected and held in contempt the word of the ever living God. That 
was not a trifling matter in the sight of God. Punishment follows 
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sin. God did as He had threatened Adam and Eve. They were 
cast out of Paradise. The very moment they sinned they left the 
kingdom of God and became subjects of Satan. Death, the wages 
of sin, followed. It follows as a matter of course that also their 
children were sinners, born sinners. A corrupt tree cannot but 
bring forth evil fruit. Now every human being up to this very day - 
is a sinner by birth. Even the youngest of children is a sinner. 
The evil root is there. We do not see it, but God sees it. And 
when the child is but a few years old we see that the evil comes 
from within, it is there—hence actual sins in thoughts, words, 
and deeds are committed, our nature is corrupted by sin. In a 
word: there is no difference, we have all sinned and come short 
of the glory of God. No one can truthfully say that he has never 
sinned. 

Now we know that the Law of God says to each and every one 
of us, Thou shalt be holy and without any sin whatever. We dare 
not say to God on the day of judgment: Well, I have tried to the 
best of my abilities, but I did not quite come up to the mark. You 
know that even in this world such excuses will not be accepted. 
The laws of the country must be obeyed to the letter, the law must 
be upheld, and all transgressors of the law must be punished. So it 
is in the judgment of God. If God deals with us according to His 
Law, He will not be satisfied with a partial fulfillment of His com- 
mandments, He will accept no excuses whatever —God is holy and 
just, and sin is an abomination in His sight. Ifa man wants to be 
justified before God by the Law, by his own righteousness, let him 
keep the commandments, not part of them, not as much of them 
as he pleases, but each and every one. He can never do it. Itis 
simply impossible. Jesus was without sin or blemish; but He was 
not man only, but He is God over all, praised forever. All others 
are sinners. The Bible teaches that plainly. 

Now God pronounces His sentence: Whosoever sinneth shall 
die. This sentence will stand. There is no appeal from this judg- 
ment. God is the supreme Judge. He cannot, and will not, change 
His sentence. And since we all have sinned, God’s sentence of 
death applies to us also— we have deserved death and eternal dam- 
nation. And that is one of the aims and purposes of the Law: to 
convince us that we are sinners. 


But now comes the sweet and comforting Gospel, telling us 
what Christ, our Savior, did for us. And since our text, one of the 
most beautiful passages in Holy Writ, loudly proclaims the love of 
God to mankind, let us now consider the comforting truth ;— 
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GOD LOVED THE WORLD. 


The world is full of atheists and infidels. There are many in 
our days who deny that there is a God. Do you know what the 
Bible says of such? It says, ‘“The fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God.” That is plain language, very much so, but it is the 
truth. Let aman be ever so learned, if he says within his heart, 
“There is no God,’ the Bible pronounces him a fool. And the 
Bible is right. 

It is not necessary to prove to you, my dear hearers, the exist- 
ence of God, though the furnishing of such proof would, indeed, be 
an easy matter. Why, even the heathen know that there is a God. 
They know it by the works of God. The firmament tells us, There 
isa God! The sun, moon, and stars proclaim it, There is a God! 
Every blade of grass, every drop of water, every creature upon the 
face of the earth convinces us by its existence that there is a God. 

It is not my intention to dwell on this subject at present, I take 
it as granted that we all agree on this point. 


Our text says: ‘‘God loved the world.’’ The world, that means 
sinners. God loved the sinners. Mark, God does not love sin, — 
our text does not say that, O no, God is holy, and abhors sin, — 
but He does love sinners. Wonderful! Just think of it! God the 
Eternal loves a creature! God, the holy God, loves the unjust! 
God loves us, His enemies, who have sinned, who have given Him 
just cause to be angry— He loves us! Is not this wonderful? What 
can be the reason? Nothing in us could induce God to love us. His 
divine goodness and mercy causes Him to do it. We love our 
friends and relatives, we love those who are kind to us, but love an 
enemy — why, that is not an easy task even for a sincere Christian; 
and those who are not Christians never even attempt it. But God 
loved His enemies. This love of God is so great, so sublime, that 
it is utterly impossible to describe it; it is impossible to compre- 
hend, to imagine it. A mother loves her baby, she is ready at any 
moment to give up her life for her sweet baby— but God’s love to 
mankind is greater, deeper, more intense: itis a love the like of 
which is not found on this earth. How am I to describe it? Were 
I to say: The love of God is as great as a fire reaching from earth 
to heaven, I would have described but a spark of God’s immense 
love—God’s love is greater. Were I to say: The love of God is as 
great as all the waters in the rivers, the lakes, and the oceans, I 
would have described but one drop— God’s love is greater, un- 
speakably greater. Were I to say: The love of God is as great as 
the love of all the mothers on earth combined, I would have de- 
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scribed but a particle of the love of God to mankind—God’s love 
is greater. é 

_ And mark, my dear hearer, God loves you. It is very impor- 
tant to you to know that. In fact, it is the highest knowledge you 
can acquire, to know: God loves me. This our text teaches in plain 
words. If your name were written in the Holy Book, you could not 
be sure that you were meant. If God had said in His Book: John 
Smith, I love you, why, then John Smith might think: Well, who 
knows whether Jam meant? There may be, and, in fact, there are, 
many others of this very same name. But God here tells every one 
in a way that there is no room for doubt. Our text says, ‘‘God 
loved the world.’’? Now I am sure you are part of the world. You 
will readily admit that. Hence God loves you. No matter who you 
are, no matter how much you have sinned, no matter how long you 
have sinned—I tell you, no, not I, but the Word of God tells you: 
God loves you. Is not this a comforting truth? Suppose you had 
not a friend on earth whom you could trust, upon whom you could 
rely— what matters it? There is one who loves you dearly, con- 
stantly, and with all His heart— God loves you. 

But how did God show and prove His love? Our text says: 
‘‘@od so... Son.’ He gave His Son. He sent His Son into this 
world. Christ, the Son of God, became man. He was born in 
Bethlehem of the Virgin Mary. Why did Christ come into this 
world? Christ came to save sinners. He came to be our Substitute. 
We should fulfill the Law; we could not — but Christ did it in our 
place. We were sentenced to suffer the wrath of God in all eternity 
— Christ suffered in our stead. He died for us and shed His pre- 
cious blood for us for the remission of sins. Our sins were loaded 
on Christ, He is the Lamb of God bearing the sins of the world. 


. He was the only one that could do it, because He is, at the same 


time, the Son of God. This is the point we must never lose sight 
of, that the suffering and death of Christ is meritorious, His death 
is our death, His victory is our victory, His justification is our justi- 
fication. In Adam, the first man, we have all sinned and were 
lost; in Christ, the second Adam, we are absolved from sin and the 
consequences of sin, death and eternal damnation. Our text tells 
us that in plain words: ‘‘ Whosoever believeth ... . life.’ Faith, faith 
in Christ Jesus, is the only way to obtain forgiveness of sins and 
life everlasting. If a poor, penitent sinner believes in Christ, his 
sins are blotted out. Now faith is not a mere knowledge of Bible 
history — even the devils know that Christ died for us, but this 
knowledge is of no benefit to them whatever. Furthermore, it is 
not sufficient to assent, and admit the truth of all the Bible tells us 
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about Christ. No, having faith in Christ is to trust in Christ, and 
in Christ alone. Cast aside all else, your sins and your righteous- 
ness, your evil works and your good works, and come to Christ 
a poor, lost, and condemned sinner, and say to Him: Christ, 
O Lamb of God, Thou, and Thou alone, art my righteousness, 
my Savior, and my Redeemer. 

Nothing in my hands I bring, 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
In Christ God is merciful to us; without Christ God is a stern 
Judge. For Christ’s sake He will accept us as children; if we 
come to Him without Christ, He will say: ‘‘I know you not; de- 
part from me.” 

And remember, dear friend, our text says: ‘‘Whosoever ... 
Him.’’ Whosoever; no one is excluded, no one excepted. God 
wants you to believe in Christ, God wants to save you. Believe in 
Christ, and you will be saved. Now we cannot believe in Christ by 
our own power. God must give us the true and saving faith, and 
keep us therein. And He is willing, yes, He is anxious to do it. 
He has provided certain means of grace by which He will give us 
faith, and strengthen faith within us. These means of grace are 
His Word and the holy sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 
By these means the Holy Spirit comes into our heart. He begins 
and fulfills the work of faith within us. It is His work from be- 
ginning to end. 

Finally our text says: ‘‘ Whosoever... life.”’ ‘‘Shall not perish,’’ 
that means, shall not be condemned on account of his sins. And 
how could we perish if we believe in Christi? Our sins are forgiven 
for Christ’s sake, God has accepted the sacrifice of His Son as pay- 
ment in full. He is not going to ask us to pay again what Christ 
paid in our stead. On that glorious Easter morning God has pro- 
claimed by the resurrection of Christ that the world is now re- 
deemed. No one will perish on account of his sins, no, not one. 
Those, and those only, must perish who reject Christ, the Savior; 
those, and those only, will be lost and condemned who believe not. 
But whosoever believeth in Christ shall not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. . 

But, perhaps, you will say, Must not the Christians die as well 
as the wicked, the believers as well as the unbelievers? True, they 
die, but they die in the Lord. There is the difference. Death is 
to a Christian but the gate to heaven. The very moment their soul 
departs it enters the eternal city of God, Jerusalem above. Our 
body will slumber in the grave until the last day, when the sound 
of the trumpet shall be heard by all, living and dead. Then body 
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and soul will be reunited, and rejoice in the living God forever and 
ever. I believe the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, grant us true faith, and keep us therein, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. S. 


Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Fifth Sunday after Trinity. 
Luxe 5, 1—11. 

Christ’s miracles were credentials of His divine mission, proofs 
that He was a teacher come from God, John 2, 11; 3, 2; 9, 16b; 
10, 37. 38; 14,11. Acts 2, 22. But they were not only seals to 
His doctrine, they were also instruments and vehicles of it—sym- 
bols and illustrations of heavenly truths, parables of sacred things. 
They were didactic, as well as apologetic; they illustrate and teach, 
as well as certify and attest. The cleansing of the lepers, Luke 17, 
11—19, a picture of the cleansing of sinners; the rebuking of the 
storm on Galilee’s sea, Matt. 8, 23—27, a picture of the rebuking of 
the storms that rage against the Church and in the heart of a Chris- 
tian; the healing of the deaf man’s bodily ailments, Mark 7, 31—37, 
a picture of the healing of the sinner’s spiritual ailments; the rais- 
ing of the young man from physical death, Luke 7, 11—17,.a picture 
of the raising of the natural man from spiritual death, etc. So here: 
Peter’s draught of fishes, a picture of the Church’s mission and trials. 


- THE CHURCH’S MISSION AND TRIALS. 
I. Her mission, Il. Her trials. 
I. 


a. Peter’s mission was to catch fish. Jesus said, “Launch out 
into the deep.’’ He had worked hard (‘‘toiled’’) and long (“all the 


night”). He worked in the right manner (‘‘at Thy word’’), in the 


right place (‘‘the deep’’), with the right means (the net), with suc- 
cess (Jesus’ promise ‘‘for a draught’’ fulfilled, inclosed a multitude, 
both ships filled). 

b. So the Church is to work. Her mission is to catch men, to 
capture them for Christ (Cwypév = take alive). The Church is to 
work hard, to spend and to be spent 2 Cor. 12, 15, she is to work 
long, while the night of sin reigns, 7. e., unto the end of the world; 
in the right manner, 7. e., at Jesus’ word, and not according to the 
dictates of human reason or a time-serving policy, in the right place 
(the deep = all the world, Mark 16, 15; make great efforts, under- 
take much); with the right means (the Gospel-net, Mark 15, 16); 
with success (promised Is. 55, 11; fulfilled Acts 2, 41 and to-day). 
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II. 


a. Peter had his trials: he had fished in vain, had become 
weary and discouraged. His effort had been a failure. But success, 
too, had its trials. The net began to break and the ships began 
to sink. 

b. In his first trial he heard and believed and did according to 
Jesus’ word. In his second trial he called upon his fellow-disciples 
for assistance and cooperation. Finally he humbled himself. 

c. So the Church has its trials. She casts out the net, but often 
seemingly catches little or nothing, and her members become weary 
and discouraged. Though we do our best, work hard and long, yet 
at times it seems as if we accomplish nothing, Acts 7, 51; 13, 46. 
Perhaps we rely on our own wisdom, judgment, and strength instead 
of on Christ’s. Perhaps we are impelled by the impetuosity of our 
own zeal and desire without the Word or command of Christ. — 
Again, when success crowns our efforts, when the Church catches 
great multitudes, this, too, brings trials and dangers; for then often 
the members become careless and indifferent, and rents and schisms 
follow, and fish escape. : 

d. In such trials we must hear and heed Jesus’ Word, work to- 
gether, and help one another, Rom. 14,19. Finally we must humble 
ourselves and ascribe all glory to God, Ps. 115, 1. O. K. 


Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 
Marr. 5, 20—26. 


In His Sermon on the Mount, from which this Gospel is taken, 
Christ does not deal with the Gospel, but with the Law; and He does 
not address the multitudes, but His own disciples, and tells them 
how they must live as God’s true children. When therefore He 
says: v. 20, He does not mean to compare His perfect righteous- 
ness which we make our own by faith to the supposed righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, but He speaks of our righteousness, 
and tells what God demands of us in the way of holy living. Itis an 
explanation of the Law with a twofold aim and purpose: first, to 
show that the Law demands of us a great deal more than we are 
able to perform; secondly, to instruct His disciples, the true be- 
lievers, how the commandments must be understood, how they 
must be kept, and what sort of righteousness is required of them 
that would walk in the ways of the Lord. Christ shows at the hand 
of several commandments, and especially the Fifth Commandment, 
how the true believer’s righteousness must exceed that of the scribes 
and Pharisees. 
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THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE TRUE BELIEVERS WHICH 
EXCEEDS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SCRIBES- 
AND PHARISEES. 


I. Which is the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees? 
II. Which is the exceeding righteousness of the true believers? 


1° 

a. Wherein the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees consists. 
In an outwardly moral life according to the letter of the Law. When 
we hear the name Pharisee, we generally think of a hypocrite. But 
there were sincere men among them who never thought of pretend- 
ing and simulating: Nicodemus; Gamaliel; Paul before his con- 
version. Yet their righteousness was nothing more than an external 
thing. They did as much as natural man can do of his own power 
in the way of leading a strictly moral life, vv. 21. 22. Jesus ob- 
viously means to say, The scribes’ and Pharisees’ righteousness is, 
that they content themselves with fulfilling the outward letter of 
the Law, and give no thought to the spirit which the letter implies ; 
that, as to the Fifth Commandment, they refrain from bloody 
murder, and do not perceive that hatred, malice, ill-feeling, make 
them murderers before God. It is asuperficial righteousness which 
merely lies upon the surface of outward deeds, but does not reach 
down into the depth of the heart; while it is the very heart at which 
the Law aims, and the Lord looketh on the heart. Is not this the 
very righteousness of most people to this day to abstain from gross 
sins and palpable wrongs, and to perform certain good deeds, and 
then to think that they had done all that the Law demands; that 
they are righteous, fit subjects for eternal life? But if a man has 
nothing more to show up before God than such Pharisaical out- 
ward righteousness, if he seeks entrance into God’s kingdom on the 
strength of such external piety, he will be refused, and Christ will 
say to him: v. 20. 

b. Why this Pharisaical righteousness does not admit into the 
kingdom of heaven. Why does Christ so utterly refuse to receive 
into the kingdom of heaven those who are outwardly honest and 
good? Why does He assign to them the same doom that awaits 
the most degraded sinners? The reason is this: All men are sinners 
by nature and by practice. There is no difference among men as 
to the fact of sin. They are all in the same condemnation. The 
only difference is that some will be cast into deeper condemnation 
than others, Luke 12, 47. 48. Now since all men are wicked by 
nature, corrupt to the innermost depth of their hearts, how can an 
outwardly moral life and good behavior change them in the sight 
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of God? He is not deceived by the fine outward cloak which hides 
the filth of sin that isin the heart. His searching eye detects every- 
thing, Ps. 90, 8.—Such is the righteousness and piety which the 
Lord condemns here: to be good and to do good without change of 
heart; to be pious outwardly, and remain wicked inwardly; to 
perform outward good deeds for the sake of honor and expedience, 
and not from a pure heart; to abstain from sins for fear of shame 
and punishment, and to find pleasure in the same sins in the heart. 


i, 


a. The true believers’ righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees. True believers have been regenerated ; their hearts have 
been changed; they have been made new creatures. Not such are 
meant here as walk with the Christians and outwardly profess the 
faith, and, at the same time, indulge in open and secret sins, but 
such as have undergone a change of sentiment and walk in newness 
of life. Having repented of their sins and daily repenting, they find 
grace and forgiveness with the Savior Jesus, and say to Him, My 
heart is a source of all evil, Ps. 51, 10—12. And Jesus hears their 
prayer. He fills them with a fervent desire to walk in the Law of 
the Lord, and enables them by the power of His Spirit not only to 
lead an outwardly moral life, but also to conquer their sinful hearts, 
to control their passions, to subdue their evil emotions. Does not 
such righteousness exceed that of the natural man? His righteous- 
ness is the fruit of a sinner, but the true believer’s righteousness is 
the fruit of a man that is made a new creature created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works. 

b. The true believers’ righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees both as to shunning evil and as to doing good. «a. Despite 
the boast of his morality the natural man will not hesitate to com- 
mit a sin when he thinks that he has an excuse for it, but the true 
believer hates sin and avoids all occasions that might lead him into 
sin. #. He lives up to the Lord’s admonition, vv. 23—26. He does 
not say, I am under no obligations to my enemy, let him look out 
for himself; but will do all in his power to effect a reconciliation. 

Conclusion. Let us strive for this righteousness which exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, for the righteousness which is not 
content with outward deeds, but is rooted in the heart. Let us seek 
to grow more and more perfect in righteousness and true holiness. 
Let us always bear in mind, however, that it is not this righteous- 
ness which will take us into eternal life, but Christ’s righteousness 
alone. Christ died for us that we might live. (Hymn 427, 1.) 
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